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the size of those of the Donbas, and among the largest in
the world To-day this is not only a growing mining area,
it is also an important centre of industry New blast-
furnaces and steel works, engineering and chemical works,
have risen in a group of towns lying between the river
Ob and the Altai mountains Novosibirsk, Lenmsk,
Kemerovo and Stalmsk, which to-day have nearly a million
'inhabitants between them Believed to be as rich as
Kusbas, but less accessible at present, is the Tungus basin
farther north along the Yenisei Important coal deposits
are also to be found at Karaganda in the steppes of Kazak-
stan, near to the important new copper district of Kounrad,
near Irkutsk by lake Baikal m the Far Eastern territory,
in the valley of the Amur river, at Yakutsk in the north-
east in the gold-yielding valley of the Lena river > and to the
extreme north of the Urals in the frozen valley of the river
Pechora In the Amur valley iron is also to be found (as
it is in the Lena valley), and iron and steel works have
grown up here m recent years at Khabarovsk and Komso-
molsk, close to the Pacific coast
Russia was always known for her cotton-fields and her
cotton industry The chief centres of cotton-growing are
the river valleys of Central Asia, in what was formerly the
Tsarist province of Turkestan This cotton used to be
sent about 2,000 miles to be spun and woven m the
cotton-mills of Moscow and the nearby town of Ivanovo
(sometimes called " the Russian Manchester ") But in
Central Asia where most of the cotton is grown water is
scarce Rainfall is scanty, and the cotton planters depended
on the rivers and on the melting snows of the mountain
slopes Under the Five Year Plans vast new irrigation
schemes were undertaken, to bring water along artificial
channels to moisten the parched desert and to open up new
lands where cotton could be grown As a result, about
three times as much cotton is grown as in former days At
the same time new and up-to-date cotton-mills were built,
near the cotton-fields, in the cities of Tashkent, Ferghana3
Stalmabad and Askhabad